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CLUB MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: KYSHAWN

“I just love to create things,” says the aspiring police officer. “If I had a day to 
myself, I’d spend it building.”

10-year-old Kyshawn is an old soul—his 
favorite kind of music is gospel, he loves 
cooking “traditional foods” with his mother, 
and prefers the crafting table to the basketball 
court. But his easy, peaceful personality has 
been a work in progress.

“The transformation in Kyshawn is really 
remarkable,” says his program director, Ms. 
Tyler. “He came to us with unresolved anger 
issues, but he very quickly learned that this 
was a safe community, where you’re allowed 
to feel your emotions—you just have to learn 
to process them appropriately.”

Three years later, Kyshawn is a Club member staff turns to work with younger 
children, a leader among his peers. “Just today he sat with a girl who’s nursing a 
back injury, and some other younger children, and taught them how to make 
potholders.”

Kyshawn at his Universal Orlando Branch

In 2014, Carla joined BGCCF’s board of directors. 
One of her most memorable experiences was in 
2015 when she served as a judge during the  
annual Youth of the Year selection. “You get to 
meet the brightest and most motivated Club members,” Carla says. 
“It really hit me hard when I heard about what environments and challenging 
circumstances they come from. I was just blown away by how incredibly talented 
and resilient these kids are. I want to help facilitate their development. I just 
become more passionate about the mission every year.”

When Carla and Picton Warlow were first 
introduced to Boys & Girls Clubs of Central 
Florida, the mission immediately resonated with 
them. “With all of the things going on in the world, 
the Clubs are a safe place for the children,” Picton 
says. “The Clubs provide them with role models, 
friends and encouragement. The staff knows them, 
and they believe in them.”

Over the years, Carla and Picton have had many opportunities to witness how 
the Clubs help children discover their talents and develop their capabilities. 
They’re great proponents of taking a Club tour: “You just need to see for 
yourself how much of an impact Boys & Girls Clubs has on these children’s lives.”

WHY WE GIVE: CARLA & PICTON WARLOW

“The Clubs help children develop their God-given talents. 
Boys & Girls Clubs develops future leaders.”

- Carla Warlow

“It only takes about an hour or two per week to 
make an impact”, says Rich Mercadante, a 4-year 
volunteer at our Temple Terrace Branch. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: RICH MERCADANTE

A Program Director for Northrop Grumman, 
Mercadante especially enjoys designing S.T.E.M 
projects that teach Club members to think 
critically, communicate, and work as a team. He 
shares a story of challenging two sparring 
brothers to collaborate and build something out 
of a pile of unidentified parts. The boys accepted 
the challenge, and through their teamwork they 
built an AM/FM radio!

Mercadante loves to see “that spark of interest” in each child, a newfound love 
for learning and a sense of self satisfaction. To those considering volunteering, he 
says “Whether you realize it or not, you have a lot to offer—whatever your 
interests. The kids’ excitement is contagious!”

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, contact Nic Freeman at nfreeman@bgccf.org.
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ANSWERING THE CALL IN 2020

Much has been written lately about Central Florida’s low-wage economy, and the 
struggles of local families to make ends meet. As we stand at the dawn of a new 
decade, we at Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida are renewing our 
commitment to closing the opportunity gap that separates disadvantaged 
children from the academic support, extracurricular enrichment, and positive 
mentorship that every child needs to thrive.   

Dear friends,

Continue reading inside.

Three large projects comprise an ambitious expansion plan: the Levy-Hughes 
Clubhouse in Parramore (opened in 2017), the expansion of our Joe R. Lee 
Branch in Eatonville (just completed) and our newest project – the Jacqueline 
Bradley-Clarence Otis Family Branch in the West Lakes Community in Orlando, 
which breaks ground February 10. Together, the three facilities will serve more 
than 750 children per day!

Like all worthwhile efforts, this critical expansion comes with a price tag. People 
are sometimes surprised to learn that it costs an average of $4,800 per year to 
serve one Club member. Consider, though, what this covers. A child typically 
attends one of our Clubs about 650 hours per year! In a given week, they’re 
engaged in a cornucopia of enriching programming, from homework help (we call 
it “Power Hour”) to photography and painting, and from robotics to college 
access counseling. Most importantly, though, our children are embraced by a 
community of positive adult role models who take an interest in their lives, and 
help prepare them for what lies beyond our Blue Doors.  

Levy-Hughes Clubhouse Joe R. Lee Branch ExpansionJacqueline Bradley-Clarence Otis
Family Branch



CLUB MEMBERS INSPIREConsider too what can happen when we fail to go to bat for at-risk 
children—statistically, low-income youth are exponentially more likely than their 
middle-class counterparts to end up falling victim to unwed pregnancy, drug 
abuse, incarceration, and homelessness. Studies show a chronically homeless 
person costs the taxpayer an average of $35,000 per year in services. In Florida 
we pay over $2 billion annually to incarcerate people. The public cost of teen 
childbearing in our state is estimated at $443 million. 

Frederick Douglass said it’s easier to build strong children than repair broken men.  As 
people of goodwill, it’s also much more humane. And, as the numbers show, a lot less 
costly.

Gary Cain, cont’d

If you are already part of our family of givers, we thank you for your generosity 
and for the faith you have shown in us. If not, we hope 2020 will be the year you 
join us. Your community’s children need you.

Happy New Year,

Gary W. Cain
CEO & President, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida

Every year, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida hosts a series of fundraising 
breakfasts throughout our service area to introduce new friends to the 
life-changing work that takes place behind our blue doors. This year, more than 
1,000 Central Floridians attended these inspirational programs.

At each breakfast, a teen testified to the 
transformative nature of Boys & Girls 
Clubs membership. One such testimony 
came from Alysia Rivers-Rodriguez, a 
Temple Terrace Branch alum, who told 
how Ms. Susan from her Club “had high 
expectations for the children, even if 
the people around them did not. She 
never saw any child as ‘less than.’”

Overall, the seven breakfasts raised more than $870,000 in cash and pledges, 
about 83% of our annual campaign goal. Thanks to all who contributed – 
including our 53 new Giving Society members – to a spectacular Faces “season.”

We hope you’re inspired by these highlights from our youth speakers.

Because of Ms. Susan and opportunities provided by her Club, Alysia was able to 
overcome daunting financial and family difficulties, succeed academically, and win 
a full scholarship to Rollins College, where she is now a sophomore studying 
psychology. “Thank you for the opportunity to lead an exceptional life,” Alysia 
told attendees. “Your investment will go far. I promise, I will make you proud.”

CAMRYN LANE, 17

“When I felt like I had no one to turn to, I 
found comfort in food. I became 
withdrawn and didn’t even want to leave 
the house. At my Boys & Girls Club, I 
was taught about the benefits of good 
health, and I learned how to make 
healthy lifestyle choices. I was dedicated 
to bettering myself and eventually lost 
the unhealthy weight I was carrying.”

EAST ALTAMONTE BRANCH

CINDY RODRIGUEZ, 18

“What does my Club mean to me? Everything! 
The staff, the programs and the life skills I have 
learned have helped me become the person I am 
today. Before I started attending the Club, I was 
an insecure, shy girl who had low self-esteem. 
All of that changed as I participated in the 
programs at my Boys & Girls Club.”

BUENAVENTURA LAKES BRANCH

JAYLA SPENCER, 18

“My Club taught me to love myself and 
others. I was taught to love the skin I 
am in and to love others regardless of 
theirs. I gained self-confidence and 
started to accept the beauty inside of 
me. The staff has also taught me about 
the importance of education and safety. 
If we can educate ourselves, we have 
the power to educate others. That in 
itself is a superpower.”

JOE R. LEE BRANCH

SERENITY GARY, 14

“My mom had to work a lot to provide for us, 
so I started coming to the Club. It helped my 
mom a lot to know I was safe. I started making 
friends and participated in different programs. 
The Club is a life-changer. Whether it is 
change for your own life or the power to help 
others, the Club changes lives.”

TAFT BRANCH

ALYSIA RIVERS-RODRIGUEZ, 20
TEMPLE TERRACE BRANCH

DEVON NEWSOME, 16
NE LAKE CLUB

“On days I would get in trouble, I would go 
to my Club and sit across from my Service 
Director and be able to work out what 
went wrong. My Club was a place I could go 
to, where I was accepted and where there 
were older kids who made better choices 
and whose examples I could follow.”

Unable to attend a Faces breakfast? There’s still time to help us meet our annual 
campaign goal. See www.bgccf.org/fof for more information!

SAVE THE DATE: 2020 CELEBRATE THE CHILDREN


